THE DAWN OF LIBERATION

and also of hampering the common action which the Poles, the Russians
and the rest of the Allies are taking against Germany. Therefore, as
I say, I hope that no time will be lost in continuing these discussions
and pressing them to an effective conclusion,

I told the House on September 28th of my hope that the re-
organization of the French Consultative Assembly on a more represen-
tative basis would make it possible for His Majesty's Government,
at an early date, to recognize the then French Administration as the
Provisional Government of France. The Assembly has now, in fact,
been enlarged and strengthened by the addition of many fresh represen-
tatives of both the resistance organizations in France, and the old
Parliamentary groups. It constitutes as representative a body as it
is possible to bring together in the difficult circumstances obtaining
to-day in France, and it will be holding its first session in Paris in a
few days' time. This development was closely followed by a further
step towards the restoration of normal conditions of government in
France. The Civil Affairs Agreement concluded by France with Great
Britain and the United States last August, after long and patient
exertions by the Foreign Secretary, provided for the division of the
country into a Forward Zone, in which the supreme Allied Com-
mander would exercise certain overriding powers of control considered
necessary for the conduct of military operations, and an Interior Zone,
where the conduct of, and responsibility for, the administration would
be entirely a matter for the French authorities. For obvious reasons,
at the beginning, when for those anxious weeks we stood with our
backs to the sea a few miles from the beaches, the whole of France
had to be in the Forward Zone ; but as the tide of battle moved up to
and beyond France's Eastern frontier, General Eisenhower, working in
the closest and most friendly co-operation with the French civil and
military authorities, found he could safely hand over his special
powers except in the areas immediately behind the battle zone, and
he felt that these authorities had shown themselves fully capable of
undertaking the grave responsibilities which fall to the government of
any country on which a vast modern army on active service has to be
based.

The French Administration was, accordingly, able to announce on
October zoth that, with the concurrence of the Allied High Command,
it had established an Interior Zone comprising the larger part of France,
including Paris, This marked the final stage of transformation of
the Committee of National Liberation into a Government exercising
provisionally all the powers of the Government of France, and a
Government accepted as such by the people of France in their entirety.
The way was thus clear for the formal recognition of the Committee
as the Provisional Government, and His Majesty's Ambassador in
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